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Book Reviews 123 

Index etymologicus dictionis Homericae. Composuit M. B. Men- 
desDaCosta. Leyden: Sijthoff, 1905. Pp.xiv + 594. M. 10. 

Part I (pp. 1-327) consists of an etymological grouping of the 
Homeric vocabulary, similar to the "groups of related words" that are 
sometimes appended to our school-editions of various authors. Part II, 
Pars Alphabetica, is a complete alphabetical list of Homeric words, each 
followed by the caption of the group in which it is included in Part I, 
unless it is one of the comparatively few forms of such obscure origin as 
to find no place in Part I. The work is not intended as an etymological 
dictionary in the ordinary sense, and even the most obvious cognates of 
other languages are not given. The use of external evidence shows 
itself only in the captions, or rather in the primitive forms sometimes 
added to them, e. g. "d-y (prim, jay)" the caption of <x£<v«u, ayvos, etc., 
where the jay is of course due to the evidence of Skt. ycy. But there is 
no discernible consistency in the practice. For example, when a labial or 
dental stands for an earlier guttural (labio- velar), the author seems to intend 
to indicate this and often does, e. g. "/?i-o (prim, gi-o)," "irevr, -k(.jx.-k (prim. 
irevq)," etc., but as often fails to do this, e. g. "/8a," "fiop, /3pm," "fiov," 
etc. The captions are verbal roots, noun-stems, full words (all justifiable 
enough), but sometimes such purely mechanical abstractions as to offend 
all linguistic feeling, e. g., Sd/x as the caption for S^/xos with its deriva- 
tives, in which p. belongs to the suffix. However, such matters do not 
seriously offset the real purpose of the work, and need do no harm, if 
only the student is warned not to attach any real significance to the cap- 
tions chosen, but to regard them simply as convenient mnemonic symbols. 
No exception need be taken to the separation of certain groups which 
ultimately belong together, with an indication of this connection (cohaeret 
stirps — ). Only, while some very doubtful connections are suggested 
with a query, others that are quite certain are ignored, e. g., that between 
6ev (Otivia) and <j>tv, <f>a (<£aTos, etc.), though parallel to that between riva 
and iroivy, which are given together. It is a more serious error to include 
too much in one group, e. g. i0vs without even a query under I (ct/u). 
But on the whole the author is conservative, and the number of such 
cases is comparatively small. 

In general, one gains the impression that the author's acquaintance 
with comparative grammar, in spite of his acknowledgments to the 
Greek grammars of Burgmann and G. Meyer, is something superficial 
and accidental, and that he has missed much that has an important 
bearing on the work undertaken. At the same time, the amount of posi- 
tive error is small, most of the groups being made up of obviously related 
words, and, while certainly capable of improvement, the work may be 
recommended as an extremely useful one. 

Carl D. Buck 



